
The best advice I have ever been given is … honesty is the best policy.

The worst advice I have ever been given was … to give up my academic career.

When I was eighteen I wanted to be … a research chemist in industry.

The biggest challenge facing scientists is … too much information and way too much bureaucracy.

The three things I would take to a desert island would be … a cordless screwdriver, an iPod, and my
motorbike.

My first experiment was … blowing up sodium in water, which showed my ineptitude for inorganic
chemistry.

My biggest motivation is … working with young people and watching them develop, both as a person
and a scientist.

In my spare time I … enjoy riding my motorbike.

In ten years time I will be … 60 years old and hopefully a grandfather.

I would have liked to have discovered the … Katsuki–Sharpless epoxidation.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is … meeting colleagues all over the world, many of whom
are good friends.

A good work day begins with … smiling faces of my co-workers and no E-mails.

My favorite food is … Ossobuco alla milanese.
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